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On Christmas Eve, Herr 
Drosselmeyer is working in 
his toy shop. He gathers 
toys to bring to a Christmas 
party at the Stahlbaums’ 
house.

Drosselmeyer is a mysterious 
and magical man…



Clara is so excited about her family’s Christmas 
party. The guests begin to arrive with presents.



Everyone is having a 
wonderful time at the 
party. The children play 
with their new Christmas 
presents, and the adults 
dance together.



Suddenly, Drosselmeyer appears from the 
grandfather clock in a cloud of smoke! He amazes 
everyone at the party with wonderful magic 
tricks.



Drosselmeyer even brings two life-size dolls to 
dance at the party, a ballerina and a soldier.



He gives Clara a very 
special gift, a Nutcracker 
doll. He shows all of the 
children what it can do.

Clara’s brother 
Fritz is jealous of 
her special present. 
He takes the doll 
and breaks it!



Late at night, after everyone 
has gone home from the party, 
Clara sneaks out of bed to 
check on her Nutcracker. She is 
excited to find out that he has 
been fixed!



Clara goes to sleep on 
the sofa. Suddenly, 
strange things begin to 
happen. The Christmas 
tree grows taller and taller 
as Clara shrinks to toy size. 
Then, mice begin to dance 
around her. Clara is very 
frightened.



Clara’s Nutcracker has come to life. He leads the 
toy soldiers in a battle against the mice and their 
leader the Rat King.



The Rat King is 
about to defeat the 
Nutcracker, so Clara 
throws her shoe at 
him. 

He is distracted long 
enough for the Nutcracker to 
win the battle!



Clara’s Nutcracker doll is transformed 
into a Nutcracker Prince.

Clara and her Nutcracker Prince 
travel out through the chilly winter 
night as snowflakes dance around 
them.



In the Land of Sweets, 
Clara and the Nutcracker 
Prince meet the Sugar Plum 
Fairy, who rules over the land.

She welcomes them and 
invites them to sit and watch as 
all of the delicious candies and 
treats dance for their 
entertainment.



Many different treats and candies dance for Clara 
and the Nutcracker Prince. Hot Chocolate, Coffee, and 
Tea are the first to perform. 	  



Next are the Candy Canes and 
Ribbon Candy.	  



Then, Mother Ginger 
brings her Gingerbread 
Cookies underneath 
her skirt.



The last to perform are the Butterfly and 
her Flowers. They float and flutter to a 
beautiful waltz.



Finally, the Sugar Plum Fairy dances 
with her Cavalier.

All of the treats from the Land of 
Sweets say goodbye to Clara and 
her Nutcracker Prince.

Drosselmeyer magically 
appears and brings Clara 
home and safely back to 
sleep.


